
F rançois Péron 
Born 22 August 1775 in Cérilly (Allier) 
Assistant zoologist on board the Géographe 
Took on principal responsibility for the zoological work of the expedition following the 
deaths of the other two zoologists, Levillain and Maugé 
Conducted pioneering scientific work in the field of marine biology 
Also responsible for recording many anthropological observations of indigenous peoples 
Sought, and was accorded, responsibility for compiling the historical narrative of the 
expedition, the Voyage de découvertes aux Terres australes.  Volume 1 was published in 
1807;  the second volume was completed by Louis Freycinet following the death of Péron in 
1810 and published in 1816. 
Age on departure from Le Havre:  25 
Died in Cérilly on 14 December 1810, from tuberculosis 
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